
Confessions of the Church 
As Presbyterians, we are a confessional/credal people. This means that we believe that one of 
the ways that God reveals Godself throughout time is through the statements of belief, 
confessions, and creeds of the church. These statements come from a specific social location 
and speak out of and back into these locations. These statements say something about what 
people in that time and place believe about the Triune God (Creator, Redeemer, and Sustainer), 
humanity, and what it means to follow in the way of the Christ as the Church. Through studying 
these creeds and confessions one can discover not only what was happening within the context 
out of which they were written, but also how the authors believed that God was calling them and 
the Church to respond in faith. 
 
In this time and place three of the confessions found in our Book of Confessions seem to speak 
directly to our current social milieu - The Confession of 1967, The Confession of Belhar, and the 
Brief Statement of Faith. Below you will find selections from all three. The full text of these and 
all of the other creeds of the PCUSA (Presbyterian Church USA) are available in the Book of 
Confessions online, at the church library, or through the office at Second Presbyterian Church. 
 
The Confession of 1967  
During the Civil Rights Movement in the United States, the 170th General Assembly of the 
PCUSA undertook the writing of a new contemporary statement of faith. The committee worked 
for seven years on the document. The Confession of 1967 was ratified by 90 percent of the 
presbyteries and received final adoption at the 179th General Assembly.  
 
In the introduction to the confession, we read these words, 
“The Confession of 1967 addresses the church’s role in the modern world. Responsive to 
developments in biblical scholarship, it asks the church to “approach the Scriptures with literary 
and historical understanding” (paragraph 9.29). It calls the church to obedient action, particularly 
in response to social problems such as racial discrimination, nationalistic arrogance, and family 
and class conflict. It sees the life, death, resurrection, and promised coming of Jesus Christ as 
the pattern for the church’s mission today and calls on all Christians to be reconciled to God and 
to one another.” 
 
In Part 2 of the Confession entitled “The Ministry of Reconciliation” we read, 
9.31  “To be reconciled to God is to be sent into the world as his reconciling community. This 
community, the church universal, is entrusted with God’s message of reconciliation and shares 
his labor of healing the enmities which separate men from God and from each other. Christ has 
called the church to this mission and given it the gift of the Holy Spirit. The church maintains 
continuity with the apostles and with Israel by faithful obedience to his call.  
9.32  The life, death, resurrection, and promised coming of Jesus Christ has set the pattern for 
the church’s mission. His life as man involves the church in the common life of men. His service 
to men commits the church to work for every form of human well-being. His suffering makes the 
church sensitive to all the sufferings of mankind so that it sees the face of Christ in the faces of 
men in every kind of need. His crucifixion discloses to the church God’s judgment on man’s 
inhumanity to man and the awful consequences of its own complicity in injustice. In the power of 
the risen Christ and the hope of his coming, the church sees the promise of God’s renewal of 
man’s life in society and of God’s victory over all wrong.  
9.33  The church follows this pattern in the form of its life and in the method of its action. So to 
live and serve is to confess Christ as Lord.  
 



9.43 In each time and place there are particular problems and crises through which God calls 
the church to act. The church, guided by the Spirit, humbled by its own complicity and instructed 
by all attainable knowledge, seeks to discern the will of God and learn how to obey in these 
concrete situations. The following are particularly urgent at the present time.  
9.44  a. God has created the peoples of the earth to be one universal family. In his reconciling 
love, he overcomes the barriers between brothers and breaks down every form of discrimination 
based on racial or ethnic difference, real or imaginary. The church is called to bring all men to 
receive and uphold one another as persons in all relationships of life: in employment, housing, 
education, leisure, marriage, family, church, and the exercise of political rights. Therefore, the 
church labors for the abolition of all racial discrimination and ministers to those injured by it. 
Congregations, individuals, or groups of Christians who exclude, dominate, or patronize their 
fellowmen, however subtly, resist the Spirit of God and bring contempt on the faith which they 
profess.” 
 
According to the Confession of 1967, what is the call of the church? 
How might the church live into this calling in 2020 and beyond? 
 
The Confession of Belhar 
“How should the church respond when sin disrupts the church’s unity, creates division among 
the children of God, and constructs unjust systems that steal life from God’s creation? Members 
and leaders of the Dutch Reformed Mission Church in South Africa faced these questions under 
apartheid, a system of laws that separated people by race from 1948–1994.” The leaders of the 
Dutch Reformed Mission Church struggled theologically and practically and published this 
confession in the early 1980’s. The confession was adopted into the Book of Confessions of the 
PCUSA in 2016 in the 222nd General Assembly. 
 
10.5  We believe  
2 Corinthians 5:17–21  • that God has entrusted the church with the message of  
    reconciliation in and through Jesus Christ;  
Matthew 5:9, 13– 16;   • that the church is called to be the salt of the earth and the light of 
2 Peter 3:13;    the world, that the church is called blessed because it is a 
Revelation 21:1–5   peacemaker, that the church is witness both by word and by deed  
    to the new heaven and the new earth in which righteousness  
    dwells;  
Romans 6:12–14,   • that God’s life-giving Word and Spirit has conquered the powers 
Colossians 1:11–14   of sin and death, and therefore also of irreconciliation and hatred,  
    bitterness and enmity, that God’s life-giving Word and Spirit will  
    enable the church to live in a new obedience which can open new  
    possibilities of life for society and the world;  
James 2:8–9    • that the credibility of this message is seriously affected and its  
    beneficial work obstructed when it is proclaimed in a land which  
    professes to be Christian, but in which the enforced separation of  
    people on a racial basis promotes and perpetuates alienation,  
    hatred and enmity;  
    • that any teaching which attempts to legitimate such forced  
    separation by appeal to the gospel, and is not prepared to venture  
    on the road of obedience and reconciliation, but rather, out of  
    prejudice, fear, selfishness and unbelief, denies in advance the  



    reconciling power of the gospel, must be considered ideology and 
    false doctrine.  
10.6   Therefore, we reject any doctrine  
   which, in such a situation sanctions in the name of the gospel or of the  
   will of God the forced separation of people on the grounds of race and  
   color and thereby in advance obstructs and weakens the ministry and  
   experience of reconciliation in Christ. 
 
10.7  We believe  
Isaiah 42:1–7    • that God has revealed God’s self as the one who wishes to bring  
    about justice and true peace among people;  
Luke 6:20–26    • that God, in a world full of injustice and enmity, is in a special  
    way the God of the destitute, the poor and the wronged  
Luke 4:16–19    • that God calls the church to follow God in this; for God brings  
    justice to the oppressed and gives bread to the hungry;  
Luke 7:22    • that God frees the prisoner and restores sight to the blind;  
Psalm 146    • that God supports the downtrodden, protects the stranger, helps  
    orphans and widows and blocks the path of the ungodly;  
James 1:27    • that for God pure and undefiled religion is to visit the orphans  
    and the widows in their suffering;  
Micah 6:8    • that God wishes to teach the church to do what is good and to  
    seek the right;  
Amos 5:14–15, 23–24  • that the church must therefore stand by people in any form of  
    suffering and need, which implies, among other things, that the  
    church must witness against and strive against any form of  
    injustice, so that justice may roll down like waters, and  
    righteousness like an ever-flowing stream;  
Psalm 82:1–5    • that the church as the possession of God must stand where the  
    Lord stands, namely against injustice and with the wronged;  
Leviticus 19:15   • that in following Christ the church must witness against all the  
    powerful and privileged who selfishly seek their own interests and  
    thus control and harm others.  
 
10.8   Therefore, we reject any ideology  
   which would legitimate forms of injustice and any doctrine which is  
   unwilling to resist such an ideology in the name of the gospel.  
 
According to the Confession of Belhar, what is the call of the church? 
How might the church live into this calling in 2020 and beyond? 
 
Brief Statement of Faith 
In 1983, the two largest Presbyterian church in the United States reunited. As a part of that 
reunification, the church set about the task of writing a new statement of faith. This statement 
was not seen as a replacement of any of the statements that went before it, and it doesn’t 
attempt to encapsulate the entirety of Christian beliefs. It speaks from its own time and place. It 
seeks to guide the church into the new era of reunification. From the preface for the statement, 
“A sound confession, therefore, proves itself as it nurtures commitment to the church’s mission, 



and as the confessing church itself becomes the body by which Christ continues the blessing of 
his earthly ministry.” 
 
In life and in death we belong to God. 
Through the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
the love of God, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit, 
we trust in the one triune God, the Holy One of Israel, 
whom alone we worship and serve. 
 
We trust in Jesus Christ, 
Fully human, fully God. 
Jesus proclaimed the reign of God: 
preaching good news to the poor 
and release to the captives, 
teaching by word and deed 
and blessing the children, 
healing the sick 
and binding up the brokenhearted, 
eating with outcasts, 
forgiving sinners, 
and calling all to repent and believe the gospel. 
Unjustly condemned for blasphemy and sedition, 
Jesus was crucified, 
suffering the depths of human pain 
and giving his life for the sins of the world. 
God raised this Jesus from the dead, 
vindicating his sinless life, 
breaking the power of sin and evil, 
delivering us from death to life eternal. 
 
We trust in God, 
whom Jesus called Abba, Father. 
In sovereign love God created the world good 
and makes everyone equally in God’s image 
male and female, of every race and people, 
to live as one community. 
But we rebel against God; we hide from our Creator. 
Ignoring God’s commandments, 
we violate the image of God in others and ourselves, 
accept lies as truth, 
exploit neighbor and nature, 
and threaten death to the planet entrusted to our care. 
We deserve God’s condemnation. 
Yet God acts with justice and mercy to redeem creation. 
In everlasting love, 
the God of Abraham and Sarah chose a covenant people 
to bless all families of the earth. 
Hearing their cry, 
God delivered the children of Israel 



from the house of bondage. 
Loving us still, 
God makes us heirs with Christ of the covenant. 
Like a mother who will not forsake her nursing child, 
like a father who runs to welcome the prodigal home, 
God is faithful still. 
 
We trust in God the Holy Spirit, 
everywhere the giver and renewer of life. 
The Spirit justifies us by grace through faith, 
sets us free to accept ourselves and to love God and neighbor, 
and binds us together with all believers 
in the one body of Christ, the Church. 
The same Spirit 
who inspired the prophets and apostles 
rules our faith and life in Christ through Scripture, 
engages us through the Word proclaimed, 
claims us in the waters of baptism, 
feeds us with the bread of life and the cup of salvation, 
and calls women and men to all ministries of the church. 
In a broken and fearful world 
the Spirit gives us courage 
to pray without ceasing, 
to witness among all peoples to Christ as Lord and Savior, 
to unmask idolatries in Church and culture, 
to hear the voices of peoples long silenced, 
and to work with others for justice, freedom, and peace. 
In gratitude to God, empowered by the Spirit, 
we strive to serve Christ in our daily tasks 
and to live holy and joyful lives, 
even as we watch for God’s new heaven and new earth, 
praying, “Come, Lord Jesus!” 
 
With believers in every time and place, 
we rejoice that nothing in life or in death 
can separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 
According to the Brief Statement of Faith, what is the call of the church? 
How might the church live into this calling in 2020 and beyond? 
 
 

  
 


